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Expanded testing of the Cutting Extinguishing methodoly for firefighting in France – the Haut-Rhin Department of the Alsace Region, a densely populated area compared to the rest of France, joins the testing carried out already by the Paris Fire Brigade and on-going in the Somme Department including the City of Amiens since 2009.
The testing will start with an introductory training on 18 – 22 October in Colmar and then the actual testing, using the COBRA Cutting extinguishing technology, will be carried out during November-December in Mulhouse. Most of the fires in the Haut-Rhin Department occur there. It is expected that the testing will be continued in 2011, when also a specially designed smaller “First Response Unit” to meet the particular needs in the Department will be used for the testing. This unit equipped with the COBRA only requires a very limited crew for the firefighting.
One major objective with these units is to establish and maintain sufficient firefighting capability for the voluntary firebrigades in the many small villages. There are at present significant problems in maintaining in the villages sufficient fire intervention teams when these use conventional firefighting methodology and equipment.

The Departments of Haut-Rhin and Somme will collaborate in the training and testing of the new Cutting Extinguishing methodology. For the firefighter training a special 40 foot container, equipped with a network consisting of 90 temperature sensors, has been developed in cooperation with French technological and scientific experts. The network allows data to be gathered for analysis and evaluation in support to the training.
Links to various media reports
http://videos.tf1.fr/infos/jt-lci/lci-le-journal-de-10h-du-25-novembre-2009-5559310.html  
http://www.lalsace.fr/fr/permalien/article/3543352/Demonstration-a-Colmar-de-la-lance-qui-perfore-les-murs.html
http://www.pompiers68.fr/portail/galeries-photos/recherche-et-prospective 
http://www.sp-68.com/php/experimentation-de-la-lance-cobra-t7312.html
